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| fo that he addiefſes his hearers from the f 


reader cannot _ to find it —- 
with that. /} lic. But 4 ce it may 

Author behienes it will be Pie foutd a in 

as to the matter contained in it. 

8 

here ly preſerved, 2 

2 and ine Be, dog os 
—_ 
* is true, in a diſcourſe deliv;red exaempore, 
eſpecially when the Lord 15 pleaſed 8 to 


aol ae, — 

differ a lit "26 266k; ton i 
= 

Aaland lead ideas of the Sermon | 

that in . were „„ om the AY 

ait. n the /; 


has heart, there 1s an 72 and force nat 4 
expefled in a titten fermon. But the want 
that may be in ſome meaſure compenſated by the 
| greater correctedneſs of the latter, and „ 8 

tumty it affords te 3 of Wer letng more 
' matuwely, . what ig not haſtily uttered um public, 
andſt ſurrounding al jecte, too apt to draw away 
the attention, but offered to his peruſal in private, 
' whore, ſunt in from the world, in ſectecy and 
ſilence, - he is af liberty to ponder and 1 to heart 
| what he reads. May he le enabled to do this with 
' Teſped to the _ lang truths laid before him, and 
recommended to hs conſideration, in this diſcour/e. 
The Author is not aſhamed to ſay that he judges 
them to be of the deepeſt rtance lo every child 
' of man; and that as they contain the oundatton 
and object of all his future and ever mg hopes, 
die would not be deprived of the conſolation they 

afford for all the wealth aud glory of the preſent 
world. He has lamfelf, in 2 meaſure, taſted 
| their feveetneſs, and W 2 had frequent ht 


67 I 
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C 
i tr efftcacy the minds of otheri, 
has beheved it duty to bring them 
in pri n public, for the relief and 


mourned the departure 
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I Beir valuable earthly comforts. 
Ales ! * # 25 that our life is a vapour 
which a litde while and then 


removal he was defmed to 


* 


e, %, el 


friends 


therefore departed this liſe to enter immediately 
another and 


upon a better. It is obꝛious to reflect 
on theſe occaftons, on the words of the Prophet. 
And the voice ſaid, Cry. And he ſaid, What 


ſhall I cry? All fleſh is graſs and the goodiineſs 
thereof, as a flower of the graſs. The grals 
withereth : the flower fadeth : but the word of 

Rand for ever. May that word 
be ly beleved and affeftionately embraced 
by us, as to be a fc wn for our hopes in 
the rums of nature, and a ſource of confolalion 
the affiictions and dijflrefſes of the 


A SERMON 


7 © op"> ii 


January, at Wedneſbury ;— 
as Mrs. 


Fos ren, wee 


| Accordingly he 


which prevai 
te Chriſtians to ſee Chriſt when he ſhould 


GM ©s 6 
« this, thee the Apoſtle aſſured them, in this 


A 
SERMON PREACHED, 
ON THE 


Drarn of Mas. Fos rx, &e. 


„ 11 HESS. 1v. 13, 14. 


n WOULD not have you ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them who are aſleep, that ye ſorrow 
not, even as others, who have no hope. For 
of we believe that JESUS died and roſe again, 
even ſo, them alſo that ſleep in Jesus will 
God bring utth him. 


F OO n 
kan gives! © 28 his opinion, that this is one 
the moſt difficult Texts in the New Teſtament. 
us with a long and 
learned expoſition of it, in which he proceeds 


upon a very ſingular hypotheſis. He ſuppoſes 
« that the defire which iled in the primi- 


* appear to Judgment, made them lament thoſe 


and that it was in reference to 
29 « paſlage, 


(6.3 

; that ſuch ſhould be entirely on a Teves 
« with thoſe of their brethren who ſhould then 
« be found alive.” This ſuppoſition ſcems to 
me as improbable as it is extraordinary. It is 
not at all likely that the Chriſtians at 7a;/a- 
/ongen, who had * unde the 
miniſtry of an Apoſtle, either be ſo 
ignorant as tO 1 that thoſe of their 
brethren who died, were cut off from the hope 
of ſeeing Chriſt when he ſhould appear again, 
or, if . had imagined this, that they ſhould. 
have icularly on that account. 

2. r pelle inſtead of ſolving. 
any difficulty there may de in the text, or calling, 
any peculiar hight upon it, only tends to render it 
more obſcure and to Fiche the ſubjctt 1 
«<hculues. For one may naturally enquire (as a 

jvdiciousand prous Writer has juſlly obſerved)w hy 
the Apoſtle does not directly tell them that there 
was no * particular room for ſuch lamentations. 
© on this account,” as they themſelves, and: 
+ many ſucceeding generations were to die 
before the coming of Chriit.” To anſwer 
this objettion, M. Saurin is driven to acknow- 
icdge, that © the Apoſtle did not urge that, i 
© becauſe he did not us confi know whether 


7 
4 


ignorant 


„ 
ignorant reſpecung it. It is true, from th 
following words in the 15th verſe, IWe who are 
alive and remain witv the coming of the Lord, 
ſome have inferred that the Apoſtle expetted 

himſelf to be found alive at dur Lord's fond 
| ing: But this wference they would hardly 
have drawn had they oblerved how common it 
is with all writers to {peak as if they included 
themſelves, when in reality they did not intend. 
it. Thus Ho/ta ſays, There (viz. in Bethel} 
Cod ale with: v5. Surely, Hoſea was not at 
Bethel,, nay, was not in Ly when God 

with 7acob there: The Plalmiſt, ſpeaki 

Tae * of the Red Sea (Pf, Ixvi. 63 
fays, There did we rejcice in him. And yet he 
could not be preſent when the Red Sea was 
divided.. In like manner the Apoſtle 7ames, 
ſpeaking of the Tongue, ſays, Therewith curſe 
we men. Certainly He did not curſe men. Juſt 
ſo, St. Pau! did not mean to be underſteod 
finaly in theſe words, as if he aſſerted that 


ent: but he ſpeaks of thoſe who ſhould 
be alive at that time: 

= That this 15 the true interpretation of the 
 Apoſitle's words appears from hence, that in 
ſeveral of his Epiſtles he ainly expreſſes his 
expeRtati 77 before the coming of 
Chriſt, (fee Phil. 1, 20, x Cor. vi. 14, 2 Cor. 
Iv. 14, 2 Tim. iv. 6.) And in the ad Epiſt to 
thus people, ch. ii. 2, aſſures them that the 
doy of the Lord was not at hand, and would not 
there came a falling away ft and 
the D's fin were — 3 the 2 on, 
of whom he propheſi propheſies ſuch things as were not 
Ikely at all to be fulfilled in chat pure age of 


me, 


Cn 


6 dad to die dn what he fi 


he ſhould be alive when Jeſus ſhould appear to 


A 


er this ocallon he faid, 4% the mor of the 
1 ord, tht is be an oxprefs revelation from him, 


20 and urch the Lord could not be miſtaken. Ze 


knew is e would not be found alive at 
luis lebte coming. 

5. The «bovementioned hypocheſis therefore 
is not to be adinined. And there is no necd of 
it. The 1cxt is caſily explained without it. 
We have only to ſuppoſe, that the Apoſtle 
had obſerved himſelf, while at Thefſa/ontra, or 
had been informed by Timothy, after he left that 
Cu, how tenderly many of his new converts 
had been affctied by the departure of ſuch as 
had been taken from them fince they had 
embraced Chriſhanny, and that he atended, 
in theſe words, to ſuggell conſiderations, which 
if believed and laid to heart, would be <flettual, 
if not entirely to remore, yet greatly to moderate 
their forrow. And at the ſame time, f 
what a temptation to exceſſive grief, among 
the tender-licarted and benevolent followers of 
Jeſus, the death of their brethren, eſpecially 
of ſuch as were peculiarly dear to them, would 
be m every age; he might alſo, in this admi- 
rable paſlage, conſult the benefit of future 
even of as many as ſhould read his 
Epiſtles to the end of time. | 
| And, as the pious Writer, quoted above, juſtly 
obſerves, * Who can be ſufficiently - - 
222 
P miſter ! How ing hearts 
R 

* mourning over the pious dead 
< How often have we ourſelves been driven 
to them, as to a ſacred Anchor, when our 
<= 33 overwhelmed within us! 

continue us a few years _ 


| 1 
* what repeated occaſions may 
flying io them n! 


117 
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713 
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434 


111 
Fi 


to ſhed one 
- N 
* join me in 
——_ ton God, the Pazent of 
the Orphan of the helpleſs, 
may be the ir 1 , the 
conlo — 
years 75 0 
God, us, and 
have lot ieration 


faitliſully, according to the divine will, they 
may be welcomed by her that bear them, (and 
who in giving life io them ſuffered death herſelf) 
_ everlaſting habitations ! It is true, ſhe was 
y ſpared long enough with to know 
them all on — — leſs to give them 
an opportunity of knowing her; yet, 1 doubt 
not, but ſhe will acknowledge them in that day 


made up! The huſband will again receive his 
wite, and the Mother will embrace her children! 
But, oh! how charged! All immortal! All 

1 8 y glorious! 


C1 


parting, ſin and forrow are no more ! There, 
in 8 realms, no tender dyi 


pious friends and relatives, ſeparated for a 
feaſon, are united again to be parted no more. 
And there, theic felicity is pure with alloy, full 
without meaſure, and laſting without end! © 
In diſcourſing further 


I wiſh to call your attention. 
I. To the charatter of thoſe who may pro- 
r to eg in Feſus. 


Fo the hope we entertain con- 
cerning ſuch, with Fo foundation and certainty 
of this this hope; and, - 
III. To the proper fruit of it, if not entirely 
_ remove, yet greatly to moderate our ſorrow 
turn it into a laſting means of good. 
_ 1ſt. = are to conſider who they are 


en 7e 
822 bee I ſhall ſay but little, for 1 
confer mh myſelf as diſcourſing to a congregation 
who are frequentiy addreſſed on ſuch topics. 


and who certainly, in general, are not ignorant | 


concerning - them. You know. my Brethren, 
that a man cannot with ropriety be ſaid toꝰ 
nk in Jeſus unleſs he firft be in %, that is, 
is he be poſſeſſed of a real, vital union wih 
This union wich Chriſt is much ſpoken 
= and frequently inculcated in the New Teſla- 
went, ant is 1.1vfrated by our Lord in the 15tÞ 


gforious 1“ And in a world where pain an{ 


this important, 
comfortable, and I think, not obſcure paſlage, 


Chapter” 


% had 


4 
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{w ] 
Chapter of St. John's Goſpel, by the union 
which ſubſiſts between the uu and its branches, 
Now the branch is not only ſupported by the 
vine, and adheres to it, but it derives %. and 


>, 


of uence growth and fruitfulneſs from it. 
aft ſo, they that are united to Jeſns not only 

upon and cleave to him, but receive owt 

12 ſulneſs, grace to help in tam? of nerd. 
ind their &now/edge in Divine things, their 

holineſs and * vea and their »/:faln-/5 


* 
* 


. 


100, in a great meaſure, depend he eupon. 
1 am the wane, 2 f he, ye are the branches. 
ide in me and I in you, for as the branch 


Abide 
gannot bear fruit of itſelf except it abide in the 
ner NO more can ye, except ye abule in me. Ile 

in me and I in him, the fame bringeth 
uf, for without me, ye can do 

moſt exp and important decla- 
heart, 


, it were laid to 


(us ] 
body, fly joined together and compacted, by that 
which every jorut ſuppliet h. according to the cfectual 
working in ide meaſure of every part, male 
increaſe of the body. He ſpeaks to the fame 
pmpoſe in the Epiſtle to the Col. (ch. i. 18, and 
ii. 17.) He gs the head of his body the church ;— 
the head from which ail the body by joints and 
bands having nouriſiment mimfter-d, and knit-- 
 Logether, enc rea ſetit with all the encreaJſe of 

God. 


g. The Lord Jeſus, therefore, our living 
head, not only zn/truds and guides us as our 
Prophet, and commands and governs us as our 
King ; but as the High Prift of our profeſſion, 
who ever litet to mate interceſſion for us, he 
receives of the Father and communicates to us 
thoſe ſupphes of grace, thoſe influences of the 
Holy Spirit, whereby we not only grow up 
bo Py our living head in all thing, 
and in | | 
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this will not entitle a man 
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o live, 


prove that he is in 
a have a name to 
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* hath not believed on the name of the only begotten 
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Law 1] 


auth that worketh by love. : 

6. This is properly the man whereby ve 
obtain this biefling, even furtkh working by love. 
faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and in the glad 
tidings of ſalvation through lum. For fo he 
himſelf tell us, Cad fo lowed the world, that hr 
gave lus only Legotten Son, that doc bettevelh 
in li fhroule! not prrifh, but hats everlafieng life ; 
he that believet: on lam 1s uot coademned, but he 
that belreveth nol 15 condemutd already, becauſe he 


in Chirft foes (adds he, Cal. v.' 6.) nothang 
| ate], ut e 


N 


all lite by faith. And ſpeaking 
of every war d The liſe I he 
in the fleſh, I live by faith in the San of God, 
who aath loved me, and given himſelf for me, 
Theſe things, ſays St. John, have I written unto 
you that believe on the name of the Son of God, 
that ye may know that ye have eternal liſe, and 
that ye may believe, that is may continue to 
beheve, on the name of the Son of God. 

7. But Jet it be obſerved, that this faith in 
aur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, always preceded by 
repentance towards God, is not barely * a con- 
« vithon that Jeſus of Nazareth, is the Chriſt 
* the Son of , the Saviour of the world :” 
for it is certain the Devils believe this, and yet 
are not ſaved, and thouſands upon earth have 
r 

| 2 or 


through fauth, ſaith St. Paul. 


L 16 ] 

a perſuaſion, however real and 
hath done and ſuffered all that 
the New Teflament concerning 
therefore is able to {ave to the utter- 
that come unto God, by him. But 
is, it implies, according to the 
_ given of it by our Lord 
his Apoſtles, the coming to him 
a for ſalvation, together 
oo. Fr of him in every office and 
character which he ſuſtains. This clearly appears 
from the and ſuch like paſloges. 
e me ye that are 72 and _ 1.2 
Fam man thirf!, let 
een 

2 * never hunger, aud he that Eci 
hall never thirt.—That we ſhould be to the - 
proſe 21 his glory who firſt TRUSTED un Chriſt. 
v d, many As RECELVED tam, to rm pave 


he power to {ecome the ons of God, even to them 
tat believe in his name. 


8. Now by this faith, which is of the opera» 
yon of the Spirit of God, 2 we engrafted 
into Chriſt, and made new creatures in him. 
Old chings are paſſed away, behold all ings 
are become new ! The old man is pat ff and 
the new man is put on, and we are renewed in the 
Spirit of our minds, are renewed after the image 

him that created us. We have in us thr mind 
was in Chriſt; we reſemble him in all 

wal graces and heavenly virtues, and beg 
— to him inwardly, we make it our 


care alſo to copy after him outwardly, and 16 
walk as he walked. 


he 
in 


He then that fives, and in conſequence thereot J 


dies in the poſſeſſion of this faith, and by this 
faith in a aaa. 
5 


f 1 
He that has an mnters/! 1 in him, ſo that he can 89. 
My beloved is mine, and has drunk into his Spirit, 
1 that he can ieſtify he dwells in me. He _ 
has Chnift formed in him the hope pe glory, 
y follows his blelſed examp of ob wo 
his humility, reſignacion and patience ; his meek- 
neſs, ger tſeneſs. and long: ſuſſcring; his ma 
| ity, and (bedience: he that holds on, a 
olds out; that c, to the laſt, that is ait ful 
wnto death, and endures unto the end ; hs cert inly 
ſleeps in Jeſus, and is entitlod to all the ble flings 
comprehended in the hope whuch the Scripture 
encourages us to entertain concerning ſuch. 

But, 11. What is this hope? This 1s the 

next thing 10 be conſidered. 

1. Wich reſpett to this, I obſerve, 1ſt. that- 
concerning them is, that they only 
fee : ate not dead. This is the exhreſſion 
uſed is the Apoſtle in my text. He dues not 
ſay that die, but that fleep in Jeſus. The ſame 
word he alſo uſes elſewhere, as 1 Cor. xi. 30. 

Many ave weak and fickly among von, and 2 
bn? and xv. 51. We ſlall not all / . 
all be 4 But then we muſt take care we 
do not miſunderſtand the Apoſtle. He docs 
not ſpeak this of the ſor!, but only of the body. 
It is not the former but the latter that feels, 
ſleeps as Daniel expreſſes it in the dit of the 
earth, where certainly the ſoul is not. 

2. Ki is true this diſtinction be ween cen foul and' 
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11 
quence at death, wholly turns to duſt. 
this unphiloſophical, unſcriptural, and un- 
comfortable docliine, is ſufhciemly expoſed in 
two Tracts, publiſhed two years ago, which 
many of you have read, eſpecially the Es8 ay 
in proof of an immortal , tirit in man ; yet for 
the ſake of many here preſent to night* who 
have not ſeen theſe tracts, I ſhall dwell a little 
upon the ſubject, and bring forward again, a 
few Texts of Scripture, which no uit nor arty. 
ice of man, will ever be able to reconcile with 
that ſyſtem. Indeed the dotirine of Material/m 
is as contrary to ſound Philoſophy, as it is 10 
ſcriptural CHiiſliantty. Even that teacl.cs, and has 
always taught, that mere matter cannot int, 
and that //2127 cannot die, unleſs I mean, by 
an act of the omnipotent Creator's will, who 
certainly can as ealily reduce to nothing, 28 
he could cal! forth from nothing, any crea- 
ture he has made. But though I mention 
this, it is not my intention to reſt this weighty 
matter upon the uncertain deciſions of Philo- 
ſophy. No: to the Law and the Tefirmony 1 
make my appeal, and am perſuaded, my Brethren, 
that you in general will allow with me, that if 
any man ſpezk not according to theſe wfallible | 
_ Fecords, it is not owing to his ſuperior light, 
but to his greater darkneſs. It is becauſe there 
is no light in him. 
| ong a multitude of paſſages, which 1 
3 ner ol this „ theſe lively 
Oracles of divine truth, and which would be 
to my purpoſe, the following ſeem manifellly 
to teach that diſ{infion between 8 and bod), 
bet» cen ſirit ard matter, which I Tpeak of, 
ang which the church of Chriſt has in all ages 
Sranly believed. Then fhall the duſt return 10 


? 


_ 


[ 9 ] 

the earth os it was, and the fjurit ſhall return ts 
Cod who gave it, Ececlel. xu. 7. / Chraft be in 
yet the body ts dead (Sie mortal) becauſe 

fin formerly committed) but the ſpirit, for 
ul} rs be, (is immortal] becarfe of raghtronſucrfs, 
and if he that rarfed of U from the grad il 
in Jour wil! q quicher your mortal Codes by 
lis Sparul that dit ell tn you, Ron. viii. 10, 11. 
Fear not them that can ul the bot, {nt ave not 
able to fill the eule but rather fear lam who can 
deftroy bot foul end lod in Hell, Xluit. x. 28. 
Whether in the boy or out of the H I cannot 


tell {God knowe!!: l ho zras wn ht uf wtoParad'ſc 


and heard unſjrifalle things, witch tt ig not 
poſſible for man to er, 2 Cor. Xii. 23. 1 think 
it ig lt as long as I am in thts Taberna le to for 
you up, knoumyg that fhortty I muft prut off my 
Tab-rnacie, com as our Lord Jus (Ai hath 
hewed me, 2 Pet. i. 13, 14. Now I appeal to 
any reaſonable man, Hullin or Chrihan, 
whether theſe texts do not imply that man 
has a fon, and whether it be poſſihle to put any 
tolerable ſenſe upon them, on the ſuppoſition 
that he has not. | 

Aud that the ſoul does not fleep with he 
S 4 but is in a degree of happineſs or wiſer 
immediately after death, is equally manifch, 
from the ſame inſpired writings. 

The beggar died (ſays our Lord, Luke xvi. 22) 
and was carried ty Angels into Airatiam's boſom. 
The rica man alſo died, aud was buried: and in 
Hell he 4 up His eyes, being in torment, and 
feeth Abraham afar off and Lazarus in his boſom. 
And that this is a repreſentation of what happens 
mwecately after death, and not of what will 
take place at the ad coming of Chriſt, when all 
the dead will be raiſed and the living changed, 

* 


f 26 3 
is plain from the 27th and, 28th verſes, in which 
we are informed that while this paſſed in the 
inviſible world, the rich man's brethren were 
ſlill alive upon tlie carth, many it ſeems, in 
an ungodly manner, and therefore he wilted 
them to be warned 4% they alſo ſhould come inte 
that Place of torment. | 3 
5. In the gth verſe of the ſame chapter, our 
Lord repreſents thoſe whom ve have telieved 
by the manimen of vn ei,, and made 
our friends, as ready (iuppolin. they go beforc 
us) to receive us when wo fal, that is, plainly, 
when we die, mito creating halitations. St. 
Paul, in the 61h to the Iii, ſpeaks of fome 
as already iaHeriting the promnſes, through faith 
and pattence, and exhorts us to be followers of | 
them, and in the 12th Chapter, informs us, 
who and where they are. For ſpeaking of 
Mount Sion, the City of the litung God, the 
heavenly Feruſalem, he not only mentions C 
the Fudge of all, us, the Mediator of the 
New Covenant, an innumerable company of Angels 
and the general affembly and church of the 777 
born ; but alſo particularhy names the ſſur its of 
the juft made perfe, as one particular claſs of 
inhabitants in that heavenly world. In con- 
ſiſlency with which one, of the ſcenes of that 
divine book which cloſes the ſacred Canon of 
Scripture, preſents us with a view of the ſouls 
of the martyrs, not dead nor 4 but alive 
and aktive, yea crying with a loud toice, and 
77 How long O Lord, thou holy one and true, 
n our blood on them that dwell 
np earth ? St. Peer informs us of Spirits 
in proſon, which mere formerly diſobedient when 
once 1 long-ſuffering of Cod waited in the days 
Meal, while the Ark was preparing. And 
; — | as 


1 1 
our Lord himſelf proves from the words of 
God to A/ at the Buſh, that Aralam, Iſaac, 
and Jacob, were then altre, fo all the Evan- 
geliſts, that have recorded the wonderſul fact of 


our Lord's trans on the mount, have 
alſo been particular in informing us that there 
appeared unto him Mojes and Elias. Now of 
Mojes, the feruant of the Lord, it is certain that 
he died, and that the Lord buried him in a valley 
over againfi Beth-peor, though no man knoweth of 
tis ſepulchre unto this day. He, therefore, at 
leaſt, muſt have been a departed ſpirit, and a 
ſpirit not aſleep, certzinly, but awake, intelligent 
and active, for he as well as Elias, converſed, 
in ſome unknown way, with our Lord, reſpect- 
ing the deceaſe which he ſhould accompliſh at 
Jeruſalem. The diſciples therefore when they 
tzought they had ſeen a ſirit, though miſtaken 
as to the fa, yet were not miſtaken as to their 
theory. Such a thing might be as that. a ſhirit. 
might appear, which indeed our Lord allows in 
his diſcourſe with them on that occaſion, ſaying, 
A ſpirut hath no! fl:ſh and boucs as you fe me 
Rae 

6. But to put iliis matter beyond all diſpute, 
I will quote a f-w texts more, which not only 
prove the ſoul to be diſtin froni the body and 
ſhew that it does not Alec p. but give us clear 
and ſatis factory information where the ſouls of 
the faithful departed this life are, viz. with Jeſus. 
As it is declared by St. Paul, in the 10th verſe 
of the next Chapter, to have been the deſign 
of our Lord in dying for us, that whether we 
Heep or wake (die or live) we might live —_— 
with him, ſo we find lim demanding his 
Father this privilege for all his diſciples before 
he died, (John xvi. 24.) ſaying, Father I | 1 


=: FW] 
that theſe whom thou hoſt gicrn ane le with ne 
where I am, thu they nity Lo otd the &lory which 
theu haſt git ne. And knowing that his 
Father heard him always, at the fame time, that _ 
he commendtd fis can Spirit in the hands 1 
his Father, he proniifed this to the dying Tine 
in the following well-:nown words, Feraly, 1 
lay unto thee, this day fhait thou be ah me 
in Paratiſc. Nay, and before this, knowing 
bow great would be the efficacy oi his death, 
and the prevalency of his interceſſion, he pro- 
miſed the ſame privilege to all his then diſciples, 
yea 22 * believe on him in every 
nation aying, / I go to prepare a plac, 
for you, I a = ol 3 that 
_ ay * JF. IT 
me, though e (xay a d lite, 
er 
NEVER DIE. According to what he had teſti- 
hed, John vi. 49. This is the bread that came 
down from heaven, that a man may cat thereof 
and NOT DIE - of @ man eat of this bread, le 
Fhall 11VvE FOR EVER. And John vin. 51. 
Jerihy, verily, I Jay unto you, if a man keep my 
words, he ſhall never fre d-Gltt. | 
7. The Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, 
guided as they were by the infallible Spirit of 
their head, certainly underſtood the meaning of 
theſe gracious declarations and promiſes of ihe 
Lord Jeſus. And in what light they underſtood 
them, they themſelves have informed us. Lord 
2 ſaid dying Stephen, receite my Spurit. We 
now, lays St. Paul, if the earthly houſe of 7 


tabernacle were d ſulred, we have a building 
God, an houſe not mage with hands, eternal un 
Reavens. For in this we groan eanneſity, deferang 


[ 23 ] 

to be dotted non with onr houſe winch is from 
beuten I nothing, that white ue Jojourn ia the 
body, we are ant from the Lord. -V are 
confident, (1 fav) and wilting, rather to be abſent 
from the body and PRESENT WITH THE Loap. 
"Aid we labour, whether reſent or abſent, to 
be accepted of him. The lame Apoftle ſpeaking 
of himiſelf, in his Epiſtle to the Phillipiuns, ſays, 
To me to live is Gil, and TO DIE 18 GAIN. 
And what I ſhould chooſe T know not. For I am 
in a flrait between two, having a dere to depart 
AND BE WiTH Cuntsr, which ts far letler, 
but to remain un the fleſh 15 more needſul for you. 
And being perſuaded of this, I know that I ſhall 
remain and continue with you all for your further- 
ance and joy of faith, that your redicing may be 
more abuhdant through Feſus Chrifl, by my coming 
to you again. 

8 Now theſe are a few of the Scriptures, 
on which we ground our hope, refpefting the 
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© = a 
the love of God, and ſhall believe firmly the 


voice from heaven, which St. ohn heard pro- 
nouncing the dead blefed that die in the Lord: 


and commanding him to rite the _ 
declaration : We ſhall depend upon the 
mony of the infallible 1 — — 
to ſet his ſeal to the reviving and comfortable 
doctrine, in the following remarkable words, 
Yea, ſeit the ſpirit. Bhat they may reſt (literally, 
may be refreſhed) after their labours, a f 


evarauoula en Tur xTv ai»; and ther works 


follow them. 


haps . are not lo 

are not 3 at leaſt not finally and 22 

They only ſ{ep, flee} as Damel ſays, in the 
the a "> he death of the bodies 


of the ſaints is very properly termed. /le-p. In 
fleep the ſenſes are all locked up, the members | © 
he motionleſs, and the body is at reſt. Juſtſo } 


with theſe cars, *« | not with this palate, and 


are not ſenſible of ny objefts that ſurround us. 


The languiſhi head is ae reſt, 
. Its thinking and aching are o'er ; 
*The quiet, immovable breaſt x. 
Is heav'd by affliftion no more: 7 
"Pia haunt is wo hanger che Gage. 4 > - 
1 Of trouble, torturing pain; 
® bt cus w Suner and bem | 
" © It never ſhall futter again.“ 
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Active as a flame of fire, and quick as the 


forked n 75 2 a ritual body, conformed 
unto Chriſt's glorious 
11. This is the principal reaſon why the death 1 
N It is 10 aſſure | 
us, it ſhall awake For alf that 4 is 

the di of the earth ſhall awake. The 


a.” ror o 1+ bp may They ſhall 

r tus voice and lte. ſhall hear his woice and 
come forth, they that fleep in him, to the re/ur- 
reclion of life, and they that fleep not in him to 
the reſurrectian of damnation. And oh! what 
a time ſhall that be! As one obſerves, ©« Who 
22 GIG We raagon wth which ſo 

many millions ſhall ſtart up at once from their 
« beds of du, all aan in robs of glory, 
and, ſpurning the earth in which they have 
„been long entombed. and all that is mortal 
and corrupuble, ſhall ſoar aloft in one | 
* company, with thoſe who ſhall then be found 
« alive, o meet the Lord in the air, forming a 
* mighty bolt, bright as the fun, clear as the 
* moon, and awful as an army with banners.” 


.18. To enlarge a liule upon this animati . 
appears from the Apoſlle's —. / 


C01 

die.— Aud thou ſoweft not that body which ſuall be 
but the bare grain, —and God gtocth it a body as 
it hath pleaſed him, and to — of the feeds, its 
own body. God therefore will give human 
creatures, human bodies, bodies /uitable and 

ular to their kind; but wonde lly changed 
from what they are at preſent. 

13. For it i /own (an expreſſive Lee | 
mitted as ſeed to the ground) ia corruptiun, not 
only having the principles of corruption in its 


compoſition and naturally A top y but 
ng to putriſy, diflolve and turn 
to the duſt out of which it was _— Jak 
be raifed in 1n-orruption, having no ſuch prin- 
3 be y mcapable of —— 
diſſolution or decay. whereas it 2s /own 
g. ived even of the feeble 
| rr 
nüt 25 raiſed in power, in vigour, ſtrength and 
_— ay lar beyond what we can now conceive, 
man po I will not ſay the power of 
2 million! or of the whole human race, fes 
what a can be made between mortal 
and immo tal? between du of the earth, and 
ams of fire? between crawling inſects, and 
ſpiritual beings but the power 501 an Angel 
of God. And we know how ſoon one Angel 
flew in the camp of the Afſyrians, one hundred 
and fourſcore and five thouſand men! 
14. He informs us further ft 2s. „ 
&ſhonour, our preſent body at the beſt, 
To infirm, fo uncomely, that it is 
Er 
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| that are heavenly, that were in' him, 
4 —— while on _ and have in 
him. They ſhall be confermed to him in 
as well as in oul, and ſhall as certainly + 
the tmage of t heavenly as ever they bore the 
N, the earthly. If therefore, my bre- 
thren, we are now the ſons of God, we need not 
be anxious or uneaſy, though 2 doth not yet 
pear what we ſcall be, for we know that 
ah Ll 8 9 ſha!! be hike him, for 
hum as he is, which, it is certain, 
rr 
do. 
| 16. As to the {me when this wonderful 
change ſhall be wrought and the creamlances 
attending it, the Apoitle informs us, and that. 
as he ſays, by the word of lle Lord, by an expreſs 


_ revelation from the Lord. If we behene, favs. 


he, that Ze/wes yt and roſe again, even fo thoſe 
emp: in 7e/us will God bring with him: 
is, plainly, he will bring their /ouls with, 
him, for as to their bodies, they, ſtrittly ſpeak- 
are not with him now, but with us here on 
earth, But their ſouls or fp:rits being with lum. 
a3 we have ſeen, from the moment of their 


- quitting the body, he will bring them with ham, 


when he returns, partly to grace his tui- 
umph, and partly to be again reunited to the 
bodies they had left behind, whiz! ſhall now be 
raiſed, — and gloriſied, and made ſuitable 
habitations for them. For adds he, zue who are 
ele, and remain unto the coming of the Lord, 


ſhall not prevent, ſhall not be 44.9 with, 


enjoy any privilege above thoſe who are 
ale. For the Lord 2 if, viz. Fejus all 
— from heaven with a fhout, uc I 
2 * of triumph, or a proclamation- 

C 3 made 
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made by a great multitude, protably by theth 


armies — that follow him and thoſe 

thouſand thouſands that er unto tim, wath. 

the voice of the Archangel, a voice ſo loud and: 

iremendous, that it ſhall not only be heard by all 

the living, but accompamed with the divine 
a 


Fe U, it ſeems, even awake the dead. 
—_— adds, and uh the Trump _ | 


rr much louder 


— 


Camp of Hall. from mount Sema, when the 
Law was given, though that ſhook the rohole 
mountain fo that it quaked greatly, and all the 
people in the camp trembled, yea, Moſes himſelf, 
acculomed as he was to * moſt terrible diſ- 


. the divine glory, conſeſſed I exceedingly 
e 


Ars that. is before the living 
changed, ſpringing forth out of their beds 
of dult in forms of glory, and beg up imo 


the air in countleſs multitudes, from every = 
of the habitable yea in thouſands and 


from the bottom of the great deep, 


trom the unſeen caverns of the mighty and 


immenſe ocean. Then in a moment, in the: 


rwinkling of an eye, at the ſound of the la 
Trump, the living ſhall be 
any effort of tbeir's, 1 
mortal clothing, and ſhall 


their powers; 
lumps of clay, to ſpiritual and immortal Bu 


ſhall aſcend and ſoar away with their new-raiſed 


friends and companions, to meet their heaven 
Lad. Him they leved when an/cen, in conſi-· 4 


ly than that which was heard by Os the | 


. Without | 
put on the immortal; "= 
ſhall ſuddenly feel themſelves transformed in all 


changed from dull, heavy, inaclive 


cings: 
ſhall tread upon the air, ſhall riſe into the ſkics, - 


— 4h a 4 ot 6 an th RES 


* n= = 7 ” m—"—_— 


1 
deration of what they believed 1c bad done and” 
ſaffered for them. But now, with ſhows cf 
' _ triumph, they welcome his approach : 
he appears the ſecond tune without fin to 
ir final and everlaſting ſalvation, and renders 
and all his glories viltble-to the tirong 
and — view of their ſpiritual and immor- 
ul bodies, poſſeſſed of prrfett 2nd unwearted 
Being owned 4 him as his followers, 
and confeſſed and acquitted at his judgment 


ing the righteous lentence which will then be 
and joining in the condeunation of the 
's and their enemies; 
15 And while thele thall go away into crer- 
punzſhnent, the righteous ſhall be received. 
1 f. and felicity — For theit's hall 
rake > a day, a year, ten thou- 
| ſand years, nor of any limited duration of time, 
however long; but they ſhall be ever with the 
Lord. This will indeed be the conſummation 
of their felicity, vi. the Eternity of it. As it 
knows no meaſure, e in degree ; 
ſo it ſhall know no period. but ſhall be unlimited 
in duration. He that is holy ſhall be holy flill : 
he that is happy ſhall be happy fill. 
ſhall go no more out of the dr = city, the 
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thereof... 
A ciy 


1 g2 J 


& city therefore, where there is no nigli: * 
there ſhall be no more curſe, no fin, —— 
fuſſering of any kind: but the Throne + 
n 
hall ferve him, and they ſhall fre his | 
lis name ſhall! be on therr ſorcheads, | 
| ſhall reign. for ever and ever: every ai ey 
being a King, and every ins 4 Son and he 
the Moſt High ; an heir of God, and a. joint heir 
with Jg Ci. | | 
r Oh ye bleſt ſcenes of permanent delight! 
G Full above meaſure! laſting beyond bounds? 
& A perpetui v of bliſs, is blase! 
& Could ye, lo rich in raptures, fear an end, 
That ghaſtly thought would drink up all 
„ your joy, 


& And quite unparadiſe the realms of bliſs!” 


19. But it may be aſked, What certainty 
have we of all this? What is the foundation of | 
our 1 reſpetiing theſe important particulars? 
8 in the words of our 
Lk If we belietr, ſays he, that 7-ſus did 
and rofe again, even jo, them alſo that ſleep in 

Feſus wall God bring t til him. From the death |} 
and reſurreQtion of Chriſt we infer the certainty 

of our reſurreQion and immortality. For not 

to mention that the z2aorfaluy of the foul and 
the reſurretion of tae body were, as we have 
ſeen, two important branches of the dotirine 
which he taught, and that his death and reſur- 
recon ſealed and confirmed bis dotirine, aud 
demonſtrated the ꝛ:ι ie truth as well as 
importance of every part of i; let it be ob | 
that he died and role again, not merely for 
famſelf, but alſo and eſpecially for ws : not as 
an indiriduut of dam race, but as a public: 


perjony 


For as 


— — 
his death and reſurreQion ſhewed 
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when impri- 
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himſelf to be the 
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— — Whoſe nature, then, 


Tank v wing, and mounted with him to the ſkies? 

| Then, then, I roſe; then firſt Humanny 
Triumphant paſſed the C hryſtal Ports of bliſs, 
(Stupendous gueſt !) and ſciz'd eternal youth, 
Seiz d in our name! 


And now, my brethren, ſay, if thoſe, who 
know and believe theſe things, have any cauſe to 
immoderately on account of the depar- 


grieve 
ture of their — who have flept in Jeſas, 


and are gone hence to partake. of W | 


.and lory ? 


IL This was the gd nanicular to be conſ 


laſt head, I ſhall 


8 


Bat, n the md of all, _ —— 
patience,.; and remain maſters of our 


yen and of Gur ae believing that God 


| ( 3s ] 
| doth aff tings ell, and that al! (lings work for 
good to them that love Got. 

2. To be a little more particular. To mourn 
the dead, eſpecially thoſe that have died in the 
Lord, is not only {azfuf! but commendable. It 
isa duty. The not doing it is reproved by God 
himſelf as 2 fin. The righteons prriſhth, Tays 
he, and no man layeth it to heart, Iſaial Ivii. 1. 
And, Jer. xxit. 18, 19. it is threatened as a 
curſe to Jelloiatim, the fon of Fofreah, that he 

fhould die wnlamented, and be buried with the e 
burial of an Afs.—But we mult not ſorcow as 
others, who have no lobe We who have the 
Bible in our hands, and to whom (ge and z nor- 
tality are brought to liglit by the Goſpel, muſt not 
ſorrow as the Heathen, who being without the 
ſacred Scriptures, without God, and without Chriſt, 
| aliens from the common wealth of Iſrael, and 
rangers to the covenants of prom:Je, were alfo 
without hope as to another life, not aſſured even 
of the immortality of the foul, and utterly 
with the reſurrection of the body. 

Hence, conſidering their friends as 40%, and 

never expetling to ſee them again, they forrowed 
exceſſively, and frequently exprefled their ſorrow 

by cutting their fleſh, making themſelves bald, 
ſinging doleful ſongs, and uttering lamentable 

| a cuſtom which it ſeems, the Jews 

in our Lord's time had learned fee Matt. ix. 23) ; 
Now we who are aſſured of the great and com- 
fortable truths which have now been laid before 
you, muſt not ſorrow in this manner, for thoſe . 
of our friends and relations, who, we have 
maſon to believe, are gone hence to be with . 


Let us conſider further, that, whether our 
ien. be on de account, or on u Own, © 
V : 5 
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9. 1 had the pleaſure of being acquainted 
n coming ug 
* [eeds, which was about middle of Api 
« 1782. T ſhe was then a it to 

real power of religion. She differed 
from the generality of young perfans. 
ing brought up a Diſſeuter, ſhe diligently at. 

| « tended their meetings, and, I believe, 
© conſcience of uſing private prayer, tui 
„day at leaſt. In the beginning of June 
« went one Si evening to Mr. A. 
« ther at the Methodiſt Preaching-boule, and 


: 


* ſhe went along with me to a Praver-meet, 
„ wg, which Mrs. Cr—and my mother attendel 


_ « affetied indeed. I remember her ſaying wo 
* all the world, if I had it, to poflefs whatyour 


convinced I have been deceived”. When the 
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„ was much flruck with his ſermon. Afterwards $- 


at a friend's houſc, where the was very deeply} 
* meas we came out, Oh! my friend, I would give 
Mother poſſeſſes, and added, I have always F 


« thought myſelf a Chriſtian till now, and have } 
* imagined that I had a good heart, but am now 3 
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« apony of her r bo 
— 4 to a friends 
« where wi of the 
night in prayer It à real 
M pt pole wanted the 
« witnels of the Spiri child of 
« God. And, bleſſed Inst wait 
« Jong for it. The Hopper 
« was preaching Son give ms thy 
« jeart, the . 


name, 

| | ce cry. 
. « Abba Father! My Lord and my God! and the 
«. Sunday following at a Meeting, at Seacrof?, 


; 


* heve, defired nothing in compariſon of being 
devoted to God. This appears from a letter 
the wrote me December, g. 178g, part 
of which is as follows. After all the 
Lord has done for me, I fill feel an evil 


* heart of unbelief. I have been much tempted 
®-thisweek to fear that I have deccived myſelf, 


® but have been relieved , converſi _ 
Vr. reati 


® with Mrs. G She put Wiefley's 


on Chriſtian Perfection into my hand; and the 
more Tread it, the more I am convinced _ | 
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3. During her pregnancy of her firil child, 
as was very apprehenfive fie ſhould die in 


bearing, and under that impreſſion, which 


eneteaſed as the time of her travail drew nearcr, 
| > - wrote a paper, which her huſband found in 


1 Mal to this account. However, in 


dine lte, the Lord was pleaſed to Gif. 


pee ber. She was ſafely delivered, Hrc- nber 


y of you 
us, bel with and 


— al 


near her, of 


2 —— "Se mentl | 
| y than herfireng: ould well 


one of che Chapels which Ihe attended, 


e drawer the April following, and which 


+785, and Toon reſtored; and bore her 
three more children, the two welder 


of hich, as well as ihe firft born, arc ſlill 


— — 
yy you that che her vi bear 
1 _ She endevouredtoferthe Lond befor 


W re tan ye fr their houfe. 
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* that duty brings deadneſs and barrenneſs upon 


„ the ſoul. Be earneſt with the Lord in pri- 


vate, that he may bleſs you both, with every 
ſpiritual bleſhng in Chriſt Jeſus. Be not 


conver/ation, for both work death. 
« If I leave you a dear pledge of love, let 
it be boarded at Dar field, with my dear Father 


and every thing that belongs to me. Pretty 
Lamb! My heart bleeds for it, and you! 
Methinks, I fee you look at our offspring, 
and think of your Po/ly ! O for refignation'— 


lie. Let our aſhes be united that we may 
riſe together at the day of Judgment. For 
though their ſhall be n-ather marrying nor 
know each other and ſhall rejoice to meet 


all ſhall be perfect happineſs to all Eter- 


mity 1! 
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* reading this, what I felt when writing it, he 


« will know what comfor! there is in gi, what. 
«* pleaſure in mourning ! For my heart pants for 


« you! ſtruggles to get free from crcature-love! 
flies back to your boſom! I fancy my arms 
around your neck: my love bathed in tears: 


but atlaſt both forced to ſubmit ! I lie pale! F 


My love, mourning, kiſſes my clay-cold 
« cheek; preſſes my hand; bids me ſpeak one 
more farewel-word: but all in vain! His 
* Polly's breath is reſigned to God who gave it! 
cc 


His heart is ready to burſt, He looks fora | 


*% comforter: but ſhe who uſed to comfort him, 
* in time of trouble is no more !—Therefore 


conformed to this world, neither in 4%, not 


and Mother. Save all my Clothes for it, 


Let my remains be laid where you intend to 


giving in marriage in that day, yet we ſhall 


again, where parting ſhall be no more, but 


« If my dear, very dear huſband feel, when 


« fie 
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« flee for refuge to Chriſt, the Lord, the only- 
« help in trouble. He will ſupport you. I know 
« he will. I know he loves you with an ever-. 
« laſting love; and though all earthly comforts 
« fail, the Lord is your portion !How good he 
« je, in that he takes me ft. For I could not. 
« ſupport the loſs of my dear huſband. How 
often has my heart bled for fear of your leav- 
ing me. But the Lord is love itſelf, therefore 
ve will unite to praiſe him to all eternity. 


Mary Fefter.* 
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| The following HYMNS, Sung before and aſter 
Sermon, are ſubjoined at the Requeſt ot. 
Mr. Foſter. 


We Spark of Heavenly Flame! 
Quit, oh quit this mortal Frame, 
Trembling, hoping, ling'ring, flying 
Oh the Vain, the Bliſs of dying 

Ceaſe, fond Nature, ceaſe thy Striſc, _ 5 
And let me languiſh into Life. 


Hark ! they whiſper ; Angels ſay, 
Gitter Spirit come away. | 
* What is this abſorbs me quite ? 

S 

e 


. Steals my Senſes, ſhuts my Sight. - 

1 Drowns my Spirits, draws my Breath? 
Fi Tell me, my Soul, can this be Death? 
| . 


ae The World recedes, it diſappears ! 

I1s Heaven opens on my Eyes my Ears 

t! With Sounds ſeraphic ring: 
ra Y Lend. lend your Wings! 1 mount, I Hy! 
m. | © Crave! where is thy 4. . 


me | © Death! where is thy Sting 


Or deg by. fickneſs in 2 


The fading ay di 
__— ſhort-liv'd beauties die . 


1 -Þ 


S. theſe, e d ben the-tvmb, 
Wich luſtre brighter far ſhall ſhine ;. 
' FR Revive with _— bloom, 


e G26 Mie hand e c 
C 
Feriſh the graſs, and fade the flower, 
* remains. 
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